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MADISON HOSTS CHEMICAL
EDUCATORS

The Fourth Biennial Conference
on Chemical Education was held
on the UW campus on August 8-
12, 1976, It attracted over 400 par-
ti:ipants, including numerous
Badger Chemists. The sessions
were all held in the Humanities
Building with guests being housed
in Chadbourne Hall across the
street.

Theme of the conference was
“Participant-Paced Programming.”
In addition to more than 70 con-
tributed papers the conference pro-
vided a mix of invited papers fea-
turing a number of subjects. No

Emeritus Professor J. W. Williams and
visitor James L. Hall, PhD ’39, (now at
Morgantown, WV},

sessions overlapped so it was pos-
sible for participants to attend all
meetings, or do their own thing
if they preferred. Each day’s ses-
sion featured a catalytic address.
W. James Papham of UCLA dis-
c.ssed “Consequence-Oriented In-
struction” at the opening session.
Frank S. Rowland of U of Califor-
nia-Irvine opened Monday’s ses-
sion with “What goes up stays up,”
a discussion of his work on the
effect of freons on the ozone layer
of the stratosphere. Kent R. Wil-
son of U Cal-Santa Barbara
opened the next day with “The
Chemistry Machine,” a treatment
of computers and what they can
do for chemical education. On Wed-
nesday W. L. Jorgensen of Purdue
treated “General synthetic strate-
gies and their application to
computer-assisted synthetic analy-
sis.” The conference closed Thurs-
day noon after an address from

Gilbert P. Haight, U of Illinois and
presently Chairmsn of the Division
of Chemical F.ucation; his title
“Quo Vadis Chemical Education ?”

Wednesday morning was devoted
to a colloquium on “The uses of
history of chemistry in teaching
chemistry,” organized by Leonard
W. Fine of Housatonic Commuu.ty
College, Bridgeport, Conn, Aaron
Thde of the UW opened the meet-
ing with remarks on “Chemistry is
a human enterprise.” Other par-
ticipants included Stephen Brush
(U of Maryland), F. L. Holmes
(U of Western Ontario), Stanley
Goldberg (Hampshire College),
Henry A. Bent (North Carolina
State U-Raleigh). Prepared com-
mentary was provided by Jean-
Claude Guedon, (PhD hist sci '74)
of U of Montreal; R. P, De Sieno
of Westminster College in PA; R.
Burton Ramsay (UW postdoc ’69)
of Western Michigan U; and A, T.
Schwartz of Macalester College,
Minneapolis,

Afternoons were left free of for-
mal sessions. The Chemistry De-
partment held an open house for
those who wished to inspect facili-
ties and visit faculty members on
Monday when guided tours of the
Biotron and the Forest Products
Lab were also available. Tuesday
and Wednesday afternoons fea-
tured exhibit sessions at the Wis-
consin Center where many booths

Bassam Shakhashirt and Edwin M.
Larsen plotting strategy on the steps of
the Humanities Building.

featured methods and materials for
chemical education. On Tuesday
evening there was a picnic on Pie-
nic Point,

Bassam Shakhashiri was general
chairman of the conference com-
mittee with Robert West, immedi-
ate past chairman of the division
serving as co-chairman for fund-
ing. The local arrangements com-
mittee was chaired by Edwin M.
Larsen with assistance from de-
partmental staff members Glen L.
Dirreen, Robert R, Lavine, and
Paul F, Schatz, and from David B.
Shaw of the Madison Avea Techni-
cal College.

Aaatias

Visitors at the Departmential Open House hear the freshman labs described by

Glen Dirreen, PhD '72, who is the departmental Director of Freshman Laboratories.
Peggy Hurst, PhD '56, of Bowling Green State U, listens at the right.




